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Correction:
In the story titled “Recycle TOMS for a cause,” in the May 3 issue, the correct email should be

usedtoms@hotmail.com. Donated shoes in poor condition will be donated to the Reinvent
Project, and all purchased shoes will be donated to Soles4Souls. The program runs through
July.

About The Observer

DEADLINES

Weekend sports information:
Sunday 5 p.m.
Letters to the editor:
Sunday 5 p.m.
Entertainment, meetings,
calendar events, display ads,
classified ads:
Friday 5 p.m.

CONTACT US

The Observer
Central Washington University
400 East University Way
Bouillon Hall 222
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Need an Edge?
M.S. in Finance

Enhance your skill set
Be more competitive
10 month, full-time
master’s degree
No work experience
required
Curriculum aligned
with the CFA
Fast track to
finance careers

M-F 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
509-963-1073

SECTIONS

Editor-in-Chief
cwuobserver@gmail.com
News
cwuobservernews@gmail.com
Scene
cwuobserverscene@gmail.com
Sports
cwuobserversports@gmail.com
Opinion
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com
Photo
cwuobserverphoto@gmail.com

ADVERTISING

Kristin Gaskill
Central Washington University
400 East University Way
Bouillon Hall 232B
Ellensburg, WA 98926
509-963-1026
gaskillk@cwu.edu

Pacific Lutheran University | School of Business
Tacoma, WA 98447 | (253) 535-7330

plu.edu/msf

News

The Observer • May 10 - 16, 2012 3

Editor//Danny Schmidt

cwuobservernews@gmail.com

Bun Yom life story anything but sweet
BY SANTOS HERRERA

Staff Reporter

Bun Yom (pronounced boon) carries
with him an amazing tale of survival that
journeys through an unimaginable world
of which few people saw the end.
Yom currently resides in Ellensburg,
where he has lived since 1984. When Yom
arrived in Ellensburg he didn’t have a single penny in his pocket, and didn’t speak
a word of English. He carried only the
clothes on his back. During his time here,
Yom worked multiple jobs every day and
ran from Ellensburg to Kittitas to get to
and from work.
“My family and I came here with the
help of a sponsor through the United
Methodist Church,” Yom said. “I was
afraid to step on the sidewalk because it
looked too nice, too clean. We never spit
on it. Where I was in Cambodia, there was
nothing but dirt everywhere.”
It took Yom 20 years to be able to talk
about his story and be able to put it on
paper. In his book “Tomorrow I’m Dead,”
Yom describes in detail the horrific scenes
that he survived and helped others escape.
Yom’s life story began around the age
of 13, as he was about to undergo his second year of college. That’s right, at 13.
“I was good at school,” Yom said. “The
way the Cambodian school system works
is if you are good at school, they don’t
let you go step by step, they let you jump
higher and higher.”
In April of 1975, what is now known as
the “Killing Fields” began. According to
Yom’s book, a Cambodian leader named
Pol Pot arose in 1960 and took over an underground communist party that opposed
Cambodia’s new royal monarchist government. With the growth of this takeover,
Pot formed a resistance army known as
the Khmer Rouge, or Red Cambodians.
They swept through the major cities and
forced millions into the jungles, Yom and
his family included. No one had any food
or belongings.
“The cities were empty,” Yom said.
“You have a house, nobody stay. You have
a road, nobody walk.”
Yom and two siblings took off in search
of food. They had a deal that whoever
found food first would take it back to
their mom, who was nursing their infant
brother. Yom and his siblings were caught
by the Khmer Rouge and separated. After
the separation, Yom recalls having to give
up all of his clothes, and the thousands
of kids who were caught and asked a test
question.
“The question was ‘What do your parents do for a living?’” Yom said. “If your
parents were business, you would go in one
group. If they were farmers, they would go
in another group.”
Yom’s mother was a business woman
who bought and sold jewelry. Before Yom
was asked, a boy who had escaped ran
around yelling at the rest of the kids to say
that their parents were farmers because if
a kid was the child of someone educated,
they would be killed. Yom said that his
parents were farmers and lived, only to
become a slave. For about two and a half
years, Yom and a crew of 100 were forced
to do slave labor 24 hours a day. Their
only source of nutrients was one cup of
rice soup per day. Unfortunately, because
the batch of soup only contained one cup
of rice and was made in an enormous pot
to feed hundreds, kids only got salty water
and one grain of rice, if they were lucky.
Yom’s hair fell out and his knees
touched his ears whenever he squatted.
“We were so skinny that the wind would
knock us over. We had no energy,” Yom
said. “Even in weak conditions we had to
carry the dead bodies we slept next to over
to trucks to be carried off.”
One night, Cambodian freedom fighters helped Yom and his crew escape. They

German
major cut
BY Guy HOLLIDAY

Staff Reporter

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JESSIE CHANDLER

SCHOOLBOY A six-year old Yom, left,
poses on his first day of school. Below is
his book, which is currently for sale.

followed the stars to the Thailand border.
After Yom regained strength, grew his hair
back and refreshed the color of his skin, he
joined the freedom fighters to help others
escape the hell he had experienced.
At 17, Yom became a special forces militant. He could swim through water filled
with snakes and crocodiles so swiftly that
if a person stood in the water with their
feet shoulder width apart, he could swim
right through their legs without them noticing. Yom was the go-to man for special
missions that crossed enemy lines. But it
almost cost him his brother’s life.
One of Yom’s brothers began fighting
for South Vietnam against the Khmer
Rouge for food. On one occasion, Yom
crossed enemy lines and spotted three
groups of soldiers. He was unaware that
his brother was in a group. Yom returned
with the group locations and they fired
away with artillery. Yom’s brother walked
away from his group seconds before the
shell landed where he had stood.
During the time Yom spent as a slave,
and later as a freedom fighter, he believed
that his entire family was dead. He figured
that with hundreds killed or dying from
starvation, and if he was barely alive, then
surely his family must have been dead.
But they weren’t. Yom’s mother searched
for her family without quitting. She asked
everyone she could about her family, until
she found someone that knew Yom. One
by one, she found her entire family, getting
in contact with the oldest of her kids in
1999 shortly before passing away.
Yom’s father and two siblings live in the
Tacoma area, and his oldest brother lives
happily in Cambodia.
Everything previously mentioned has
only scratched the surface of his entire
story. There is much more depth to what
has been said here.
Yom’s book has been selling more and

more copies every day. Before Yom wrote
his book, small pieces of his story were
published in newspaper articles. Yom
opened Bun Thai Food Restaurant in Ellensburg. Yom sold his restaurant in 2006
and bought an auto repair shop which he
owned for about four years. The restaurant, now Sugar Thai, is still in business.
However, during the time that Yom owned
the restaurant, patrons always wanted to
hear stories, but it was too hard and too
hurtful for Yom to talk about his experiences. He finally decided to write his story.
When his book was published, 1,000 copies were made and Yom put them up for
sale in his restaurant. Word got around
that his book was coming out, and in three
hours, all 1,000 copies had been sold.
The audio version of his book will be
released soon with the help of the Made
for Success Company. A Spanish translation is also available and a French translation is underway as well.
Bill Chandler assisted Yom with his
publication. Chandler is a former Central
Washington University professor of marketing and advertisement and current author. Chandler will also be assisting Yom
in his second publication titled “Welcome
to America: How I Survived in the USA.”
Chandler does the voice over for the audio
version that is coming soon. He, like many
others, has been greatly inspired by Yom.
He says one of Yom’s most impressive
features is his passion and drive to help
people in need.
“Yom once asked me for money,”
Chandler said. “I told him that I had just
paid him and that he shouldn’t give all of
his money away and that he should keep
some for himself. Bun’s response was:
‘You’ve never been hungry, Bill.’”
Yom is currently raising money to visit
Cambodia to personally help the poor. He
has not been there since he moved to Ellensburg. One of his goals is to build a well
for people to drink out of because the soil
that the water runs through is still tainted
with bacteria from the thousands of dead
bodies that soaked through all those years
ago.
Yom wishes to make a documentary of
his story with a walk through where it all
happened. If Yom raises the funds to go to
Cambodia and produce the documentary,
there is a possibility of making his story
into a film. Yom will donate the profits of
the film.
If anyone wishes to donate money to
help Yom go to his home country, purchase a book or T-shirt, or contact Bun
Yom himself through his web page at: bunyom.com.

Central’s foreign language department is eliminating the German language major at the end of this quarter.
The foreign language department has
been through extensive restructuring
this year in order to adapt to decreasing budgets and lack of student interest in certain programs.
The academic planning task force
recommended a few programs for the
foreign language department to cut,
including the German major. The
German major attracts only one or
two students per year on average, according to professor Rodney Bransdorfer, acting department chair.
“The department as a whole made
the decision that we wanted to keep
offering at least the first two years
of German along with the minor,”
Bransdorfer said. “We still don’t have
the budget, but essentially, [the task
force] approved what we’ve asked for.
We’re just waiting to see the money.”
The Chinese language major is in
a similar situation as a result of low
student interest and lack of department funding.
“We were asked to look at our programs – it was funding [cuts],” Professor Dieter Romboy said. “And we
were asked to evaluate our programs
and see how we could best serve the
students.”
Romboy taught at Central for 40
years and will retire at the end of this
quarter. His retirement was another
reason the German major was cut
from the department, since Romboy,
was, until now, the only German language professor on campus.
Of the seven foreign languages
offered at Central, only Spanish is
available to students who don’t wish
to study abroad to finish the major.
French, Japanese, Russian, German
and Chinese can provide credits for
students for two years on campus,
but prospective language majors then
must complete a study abroad program in order to graduate.
The department is restructuring
the titles and designations of all of
their major and minor programs to
make the application process more
understandable and easier to use.
Until now, the Spanish program
was the only major the foreign language department provided that listed the language as the student’s area
of study. All other degrees earned in
the foreign language department are
printed technically as “Foreign Language” degrees, with no mention of
the specific language. After the restructuring, students will be able to
get degrees in their specific foreign
language. The programs are also being simplified so each language has
a clearly marked major specific to
teaching the language, as well as the
Bachelor of Arts in that language
with no teaching specialization.
“The way we’re going is streamlining, eliminating some of the choices
that aren’t very popular to begin with,
and trying to be a little more consistent across and among languages,”
Bransdorfer said.
Laurie Moshier, a French professor with a Ph.D in German, will
teach German classes for the remaining German minors. The department is hoping to hire a new
professor of French starting next
year to fill in for Moshier.
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Gabbing with Guadino
BY Danny Schmidt

News Editor

What advice do you have for
graduating seniors?
Don’t panic. I know it’s a nervous
time. I went through it, everybody’s gone
through it. It’s going to work out. Be patient. Be persistent in trying for jobs. Accept rejection well,
which is hard to
do. Get your name
out there in the job
market.
Don’t take every rejection as
a suggestion that
you’re not going to
get a job, because
you are. You’re goJAMES GAUDINO
ing to get a job.
University President

How do you
feel about the
new logos?
I like them. I particularly like the CWU
with the mountains behind it. That’s what
I think of when I see Kittitas. I see the
Stuarts sitting out to our northwest. I see
Central kind of sitting at the base of the
mountains. And I also think it gives a little
of the, aspire to the peak, perspective.
I like the new [‘Cat Head] and I liked
the old one. I like both of them.

What are you most proud of in
your time here?
I’m the most proud of how we have
continued to focus on student success during very difficult budget times. It would’ve
been easy, in fact it was difficult, to not let
the budget woes distract us from why we’re
here, and that’s student success. We’ve
been able to do that, maybe even more
than we have in the past. We’ve been able
to do some reorganization that’s going to
give more focus on the students. We’re getting our name out more so we’re getting
more applications to Central than we ever
have before. We’re seeing the academic
profile of the applicants increasing every
year. We’re seeing our freshmen retention
rates of students who come here and succeed their freshman year improve. We’re
seeing our graduation rates get better. And
it’s less me proud, because I sit here a lot,
so I’m not out there working with a student day-to-day, it’s that the faculty and
the staff of the university, at this tough
time, really focus their energy on the core
initiative, and that’s paying off. We have
more students than every before, you’re
succeeding and what that’s really doing is
solving our financial problems.
How do you deal with criticism?
I try not to take it personally. Sometimes it seems kind of personal the way it’s
phrased. What I always try and do is work
the problem. I try to study the problem

and get input from various people. And
then I try to do what I feel in my head and
my heart is the best thing for the university. Not necessarily the politically expedient
thing, not necessarily the popular thing,
not even necessarily the common way of
handling it, but what is the right thing to
do? And if I’ve done that, and I think I always have, I certainly try to do that, if I do
the right thing, then the criticism doesn’t
hit home quite as hard. Then I look at it
as a difference of opinion. If I had done
something that I thought was not the right
thing to do, and I was criticized, then I
think you start to question yourself because you know deep down you didn’t do
the right thing. I’ve always done the right
thing, so you take it that way. You also have
to realize that sometimes the person doing
the criticizing has their own agenda. Not
that they’re wrong, but they’re looking at
the problem from a very different angle, or
a very different perspective. So you have to
give them the right to criticize you because
they’re sitting in a different position.
What is the biggest
misconception about you?
I think some students think that I’m
not interested in student input, and that
couldn’t be farther from the truth. I think
some people misconstrue, if you give
someone input, and they don’t follow your
advice, or do what you suggest, that you
weren’t serious about the input. That’s
not true. Often times when I’m having to

make a decision, I’ll get input from a variety of constituencies and none of them
agree with the other and I have to make a
decision on it. I think there are people who
think that I’m not really listening. I am, it’s
just that I can’t make everybody happy. If
someone says turn left and someone says
turn right and someone says go straight
and someone says back up, I’m not going
to listen to all of them. That’s one thing I
think people misconstrue.
Another thing people misconstrue, in
fact I’m told this, is I very much believe
in empowering people to do their job and
to do it to the best of their ability and not
always be looking for permission to do it a
certain way from a hierarchy. I think some
people just don’t believe that I’m truthful when I say that and they’re suspicious
that I’m just saying that but I really want
to hold all the power myself, and I don’t.
Nobody that I’ve ever met in my life is as
smart as everybody collectively who works
for them. So there are 1,400 employees at
Central and 11,000 students. Your collective brainpower is a lot more than mine.
So if I sit up here and try to run the place,
pull out every lever and turn every wheel,
this university will never be any better
than I can be in the amount of time I have
to give it and the amount of brainpower I
have to expend. But all of us working on
that same problem, way better. I know that
we’ll be a better university if people are
empowered to do things at their position
and that includes students as well, not just
faculty and staff.
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Wildcat shop receiving summer remodel
BY GRACIE MANLOW

Staff Reporter

The Wildcat shop will soon undergo a
huge facelift in preparation for the 20122013 school year.
The shop plans to extend their electronics inventory as well as clothing and
seasonal items. The remodel is slated to
begin on July 23 and be completed around
the second week of September.
“When we first came into this building,
we did not have any computer area setup,” Store Director, Steve Wenger said.
Within a year or so, the shop set up
with Apple, but quickly found they were
required to have a certain amount of
space in order to sell their products.
Apple products, along with printers
and gaming devices, are located in the
downstairs portion of the shop.
“We just put [the electronics] downstairs because our buyer for that was working there,” Wenger said. “Because of that,
we decided we needed to do some remodeling to make a space for that.”
The shop worked with design team Five
Creative Inc. who came up with different
types of renovations to meet the needs of
the shop and the students.
“We had no idea what the cost was going to be or what we were going to do,”
Wenger said. He said that Five Creative
“took some information about [their] sale
and growth as a store.”
The design team wasn’t just looking at
expanding electronics either. According to
Wenger, there were a lot of recommendations for all areas of the store.
“Our intent was to add additional
square footage to provide more in the way

PHOTOS COURTESY OF STEVE WENGER

UPGRADE YOU (Above) The new
and improved shop will feature an upgraded electronic section. (Right) This is
what the Wildcat Shop will look like in the
2012-2013 school year.

of product, and also to bring in PCs,”
Wenger said. “We wanted to expand that
for students because not everyone wants
an Apple.”
Since Wenger and the design team
foresaw the same goals for the shop,
Wenger asked for any additional options
as to where the electronics should go.
Wenger explains that Five Creative will
be utilizing the front of the store as the
new home for the electronics.
“In doing this, the electronics will now
be off to the right,” after entering the
store,” Wenger said.
However, in doing this, the electronics
section will be taking over where customer
service is currently located. Wenger explains that even more renovations will be
made in order to accommodate the new
addition.
As a store staff, they came up with the
idea of removing the glass partitions and

lockers in order to accommodate the new
customer service area.
Book buyback and returns will take
place at customer service, which will now
be located near the cash registers for student convenience.
“It will have a modern look to it,”
Wenger said.
The stores look will hopefully mimic
the look of popular stores such as Urban
Outfitters and will now feature a dressing
room.
With the removal of lockers, there are
a lot of questions regarding whether backpacks and larger bags will be allowed in
the store.
“Backpacks will be allowed in the store
without dropping them off at all,” Wenger
said. “So students can walk in the store
with their backpacks.”

RSVP
volunteers
shine

BY KAYLA TIPPIE

Staff Reporter

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program of Kittitas County is estimated to
have saved the community $836,000 last
year.
Their volunteers donated over 38,000
hours to various organizations. According
to their website, independantsector.org,
volunteer time in 2011 was worth $21.67
an hour. That number is the estimation of
what a volunteer worker’s time is worth for
the jobs they perform.
RSVP is part of Senior Corp, a national program that matches volunteers with
agencies.
This week is national senior corps
week, which offers a chance to recognize
the volunteers for their services in their
communities.
Carol Findley, director of the local
county RSVP, explained the significance
of the week.
“We want to make sure people appreciate and understand all the great things the
volunteers are doing to keep the community running,” Findley said. “There’s so
many people that are behind the scenes,
they never get a thank you, or they don’t
want to be thanked. They quietly go about
doing their volunteer work to help others.”
There are dozens of agencies that
RSVP volunteers work with. Some of
those agencies include the Red Cross, Kittitas Environmental Education Network,

PHOTO COURTESY OF Carol Findley

HELPERS Findley, green jacket, poses with a group of RSVP volunteers. The
group, along with other volunteers, have donated 38,000 hours to organizations.

Habitat for Humanity and the Kittitas
Valley Community Hospital. RSVP also
works with the sheriff ’s office, chamber of
commerce, adult residential facilities and
local schools, among many others.
Martha Duskin-Smith is a volunteer
and Central Washington University alumna. She works with the Statewide Health
Insurance Benefits Advisors (SHIBA)
program. The program has been working with RSVP for 25 years. SHIBA helps
people understand health care insurance
and the choices they may have when dealing with insurance.
Duskin-Smith has been working with
SHIBA for four years, and began volunteering after retiring from her job at Cen-

tral Washington University.
“What I missed about work was working with people and problem solving,”
Duskin-Smith said. “So I volunteer.”
Duskin-Smith said she had heard about
SHIBA from some co-workers on campus
while she had worked there.
“Some of the people on campus that
I had a lot of respect for were volunteers
for SHIBA,” Duskin-Smith said. “I knew
about it for quite some time, and decided
that would be the kind of program that I’d
like to work with.”
Stan Dudley, another volunteer, performs many functions in the community.
At 93 years old, Dudley serves on the advisory council to RSVP (for 20 years run-

Along with the convenience of carrying backpacks, students have many other
activities to look forward to with the new
addition.
“As soon as the remodel is done, we are
going to be doing things with Facebook
and Twitter in the store,” Kylie Peer, Wildcat Shop PR assistant, said. “It will give
students the opportunity to win free stuff.”
After the remodel, the store will remain open until the beginning of August,
when a modified version of the store will
be available to the students in SURC 137
A&B. The grand opening should happen
around the second week of September.
“As a student, the expansion will be
nice for more opportunity,” Peer said. “As
an employee, I’m excited to have even
more Facebook and Twitter interaction
with the expansion.”

ning), works with KEEN and enjoys taking
photographs on the side.
One of the major projects that helps
fund the RSVP is a recycling ink cartridge
drive that was started by Dudley.
“We get paid for all the ink cartridges
we collect,” Dudley said. “We put them in
a box and ship them to a company in Seattle that will refurbish them.”
Dudley said that they collect the ink
cartridges from local businesses, and are
up to about 200 businesses now.
“I started at every place in town and
asked them if they would save them for
us,” Dudley said. “They save the container, the cartridge that is, and I pick them up
once a month. It takes me about 16 to 18
hours to do it.”
Dudley, also a Central alumnus, graduated, taught and retired from the engineering and technology programs at Central.
Dudley’s wife and two sons also graduated
from Central.
Although their focus is mainly on
those 55 and older, last year they began
to grow into the volunteer center for Kittitas County. Findley explained what this
change means.
“We’re in the middle of transforming
into the volunteer center,” Findley said.
“So that means that RSVP is still our big
program, but that what it does is allow us
to then work with volunteers of all ages.”
Central has been sponsoring RSVP for
16 years. Findley said that the benefits of
working with the college include having
student volunteers.
“Every single student that has helped
us has been outstanding,” Findley said.
“Whether they’ve done an internship with
us, they helped us for a special event one
weekend, or we helped them do some kind
of project for class, it’s been really great.”
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Brains on a plane

Honors students showcase work at New Mexico conference
BY BONNIE DAVIDSON

Staff Reporter

Upon arriving at the Western Regional
Honors Conference, 10 William O. Douglas Honors College students and two faculty were greeted with Native American
dancers and a mariachi band.
The University of New Mexico hosted
the conference on April 12-14.
The dancers and mariachi band were a
small, but effective sample of the local culture the students and faculty experienced.
The honor students spent most of their
time attending sessions and presenting papers they had worked on for classes.
Rosalie Otero, director of the university honors program at UNM and coordinator of the event, explained that they chose
a theme that described the Albuquerque
desert, between Earth and Sky: Imagining
the Future.
Otero worked this year on ﬁnding a
hotel for the conference and coordinated
the entire event for students, faculty and
administration to attend from universities and colleges throughout the western
United States.
“Albuquerque is in a unique situation,”
Otero said. “It’s full of ancient cultures,
and then there’s modern technology.”
About 230 students from all over the
western region attended, which is the
average attendance for the annual conference. The event gives honor students
a chance to share knowledge and learn
about various subjects. Students also get
to debut work that they’ve done on their
own research.
“It’s a great way for students to share
their ideas; they get to do a little bit of
networking,” Otero said. “They also get to
share information on how they do things.”
Terri Pace, junior political science, attended the conference. She presented on
the effects of a chemical known as trichloroethylene, or TCE. She was exposed to
the chemical at age 17.
GAF-Mattel-Tyco, located in Beaverton, Ore., had been dumping the chemical
into the ground water and around 25,000
people were exposed to TCE, causing

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATTHEW ALTMAN

TOP ‘CATS The group of honors students and faculty poses at the conference in
New Mexico. Ten total people represented Central.

many of them to die from kidney cancer.
One of her sons ended up with kidney
cancer, making one wonder if there is a
link.
“There’s a statute of limitations that
has stopped legal action,” Pace said. “I’d
like to get my law degree and challenge
that law.”
Pace attended the Western Regional
Honors Conference last year as well and
presented on the same topic but with a different focus.
Pace is now 57 years old, a non-traditional student who came to Ellensburg
looking for a job. Instead, she found her
way into the Douglas Honors College.
Pace was attracted to the Douglas Honors College because they waived tuition
and because there was an option for more
unique and interesting classes to replace
the average general education classes. Students pick from a curriculum that covers
and blends more than one educational
discipline.
Thanks to the program, Pace got the
opportunity to learn poetry and philosophy in the same class. She wrote a song
with her son about an environmental experience. Her poem was originally too
long, so her son helped her rewrite a shorter version.
“Sometimes you just want to pull your

hair out, but sometimes when you’re
through it you realize that was really interesting and you’re glad you did it,” Pace
said.
The Douglas Honors College gives
students a chance to take a different route
through their general education plan as
well as help them with tuition. The classes
are generally a little smaller and more innovative. Professors get a chance to pitch
course ideas in the fall for the students,
such as digital forensics. Currently the college has approximately 161 students but
it has grown considerably in the last four
years.
Five years ago, the college only had
37 students involved. Since then, they’ve
changed the curriculum and opened the
program to anyone who qualiﬁes.
Mathew Altman, Director of the
Douglas Honors College, explained that
the program is now more integrated into
the general education requirements and
students get a chance to take more interesting classes.
“The new curriculum is bringing in
more students to the program,” Altman
said. “It’s bringing some of the best and
brightest students to Central Washington
University.”
Altman also explained the attendance
at the Western Regional Honors Confer-

Sam Reed
encourages
student vote
BY AUBREY ABBOTT

Staff Reporter

As part of College Civics Week, Secretary of State Sam Reed made an appearance on campus May 1, encouraging
students to vote.
A forum was held in the SURC where a
panel of representatives, including Reed,
spoke about the legislative process, upcoming election initiatives and the importance of students voting.
“I want to encourage you to register
and to vote,” Reed said. “This is the year
for you to get involved, for you to get engaged.”
Reed started his career path by becoming more involved and excited about voting and political participation.
His “Farewell Tour” led Reed to speak
at 42 different campuses across the state.
He noted that numerous international
students were shocked that students in the
U.S. were not involved and participating in
the voting process. Furthermore, the students stated that they would love to have

PHOTO COURTESY OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT CENTER

OUI OUI President Guadino poses with Sam Reed in the SURC May 1.

the opportunity to vote in their countries.
“Don’t take this for granted,” Reed
said. “We are so fortunate in America; we
have the right to select our own leaders
through the voting process, and we need
to step up and take advantage of these opportunities.”
Students gathered around to listen
about the importance of student participation in the upcoming election.
Reed spoke about many upcoming
candidates in Washington, initiatives such
as legalization of marijuana, and referendums including same-sex marriage. Reed
continued to inform students that this year
especially, young people should certainly
get excited about these interesting and
provocative issues.

Washington is the second state in the
country with the option for registered voters to mail in their ballot. More importantly, Washington has a ‘student-friendly’
registration process. Students are able to
mail in their ballots even if they change location, whereas in many other states physical appearance at the polls is required.
Reed believes in the importance of student participation.
“Students should be involved because
of the tuition increases and costs that have
hit directly; they need to be aware of the
fact,” Reed said. “Students are the ones
that should be out participating in order
for these issues to be heard.”
Hanz Zeiger, state representative and
panelist participant, discussed the impor-

ence this year was much greater than previous years.
Not only did Central have more students in attendance than other universities, but also all students that attended had
a presentation, which isn’t always the case.
Students send a proposal with an abstract
on their paper, and sometimes they aren’t
accepted.
“Our students were much more prepared in their presentations and that was
something to be proud of,” Altman said.
Many students in the Douglas Honors
College are looking to get into graduate
programs or law school.
Many students go on to use their research papers and turn them into a thesis
paper or learn to develop new ideas at the
conference that will help them in the future.
Reesa Nelson, senior theatre, also attended the conference and gave a presentation on the history of women acting on stage, focusing on the Renaissance
era. She’s also presenting the topic at this
year’s SOURCE.
Nelson enjoyed the location of the hotel and explained that it was a very busy
couple of days attending sessions and presentations.
“We tried to support each other and attend all of our sessions,” Nelson said.
Nelson also explained the beneﬁts of
students becoming a part of the Douglas
Honors College. According to Nelson,
students get the chance to be part of the
living learning community on campus,
taking the same classes as their neighbors.
“Anyone who qualiﬁes and wants more
for their education experience should join
the Douglas Honors College,” Nelson
said.
Altman said that being part of the program gives students an advantage. The
college is also ﬂexible so students can apply at any point in their college career.
There were no awards given at the conference but the rewards for the students
involved had much more to do with the
learning and the experience gained.

For more information about
the William O. Douglas Honors
College, visit
http://www.cwu.edu/~dhc/

tance of voting, especially dealing with issues about higher education.
“We are the most civically minded generation since our grandparents,” Zeiger
said.
Zeiger informed students why voting is
crucial for issues brought to the legislative
level, especially about budget cuts and tuition increases.
“We didn’t make any cuts this year;
however, that doesn’t mean there won’t be
cuts in the near future,” Zeiger said. “That
doesn’t mean that we can’t ask for an increase in funding toward higher education
in the near future.”
Zeiger said that a commitment needs
to be made, as well as a public investment
in higher education, in order to connect
the link of these issues to this state and it’s
economic future.
Tony Aronica of the Ellensburg Chamber of Commerce spoke on the panel as
well. As an executive member of the Central Alumni Association, Aronica is working to make Ellensburg a place to live not
just on the weekdays. He states that student participation is extremely important.
“Voting should be the gateway to action; your ﬁrst act is to vote,” Aronica said.
Audience member Steve DuPont expressed that members of the panel did an
amazing job in answering the students’
questions.
“All three of the panelists were wellknown and well-respected politicians,”
DuPont said.
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OPINION

Editor-in-Chief//Katharine Lotze

Tower of Babel

U.S. doesn’t need an official language, should encourage language learning

INFORMATION COURTESY OF
US-ENGLISH.ORG

N

Countries with

NO

official
language:
United Kingdom
United States
Pakistan
Ethiopia
Somalia
Eritrea
Costa Rica
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Australia

othing bothers me
more than when I hear
someone say, “We’re in
America, speak American.”
N o t
only is it incorrect—we speak
English—it’s ignorant.
The U.S. does
not have an ofﬁcial
language
on the
national level, and
rightly so. It is one of
only nine countries
KATHARINE
in the world without
LOTZE
an ofﬁcial language,
Editor-in-Chief
including the United
Kingdom.
Sure, our main language is English,
and it goes without saying that if the U.S.
were to have an ofﬁcial language, that
would be it.
Native Americans, who spoke hundreds of different languages between all
the tribes, originally inhabited this nation.
English-speaking immigrants forced Native Americans onto reservations, and children were forced to learn and speak only
English in boarding schools.
Almost all of their native languages are
now lost, and with them, a vital part of
their heritage and culture.
A variety of people and languages
came to the U.S. during the industrial revolution in the early 1900s. English words
were adopted into other languages, and
new words were adopted into English to
accommodate the cultural blending of so
many people from so many different backgrounds converging in one place. That
cultural convergence helped create the
United States we have today.
To adopt an ofﬁcial language when
our country was built upon so many different languages would violate everything
this nation stands for. Free speech encompasses language too. Foreign visitors, and
immigrants, shouldn’t feel alienated on
American soil because they don’t speak

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
BY KATHARINE LOTZE

perfect English. The English language,
after all, is an immigrant to the U.S. itself.
The only beneﬁt of making English
the ofﬁcial language would be making it
ofﬁcial—legally. Ofﬁcial languages dictate
the languages used to teach in school, in
ofﬁcial documents and in legal proceedings. Really, nothing much would change.
But the act, however so tiny, of creating an ofﬁcial language would change the
dynamic between native English speakers
and non-native speakers. Native English
speakers could use its ofﬁcial status to exclude non-native and less practiced English speakers. Native speakers of other
languages might forgo teaching their children their ancestral language. An ofﬁcial
language in the U.S. would compromise
the diversity that the country was built on.
In fact, the U.S. should take the opposite approach, and encourage its citizens
to learn more than one language. We’re
much more isolated in our giant country
than Europeans are. The close proximity across the pond makes it necessary to
learn two or three languages, but here,
Americans can move from state to state
and the language stays the same. Learning more languages not only allows for
communication across cultures, but it also
makes the speaker more employable and
more culturally aware.
On the same note, visitors to the country should have a basic knowledge—even
just a guide—of the English language.
Though a large number of Europeans

Dear Readers,

Legend:
Green:
States with English as official
language
Red:
States with no official language
speak English, travlers to European countries wouldn’t expect to ﬁnd someone who
speaks their native language around every
corner in America. Immigrants should
have an even more advanced knowledge
of the native language of the country they
move to. I know I wouldn’t move to Italy
without a thorough ﬂuency in Italian. Expecting assistance in English everywhere I
went would be rude and disrespectful to
the country’s citizens.
The U.S. should accomodate and welcome native speakers of other lanugages;
however, immigrants and visitors to the
U.S. should be respectful of its inhabitants
and at least attempt to speak our “unofﬁcial-ofﬁcial” language, while we also make
our best attempt at speaking theirs.

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on current
issues. Please include your full name and university affiliation: year and major,
degree and year graduated, or staff position and department. To be printed in the
following week’s issue, please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.
com by 5 p.m. Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edited for style
and length. All letters become property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will
not be considered.
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Lock it Imagination more valuable than pop culture
or lose it
Walk by one of the many bike racks on
campus and it’s very possible you’ll see at
least one bike that’s
been dismantled in
some way while still
chained up.
A few are so rusted by now it’s as if
the owner just threw
his or her hands up
in dismay and abandoned it to the forces
of nature like a bad
LANDAN GARCIA version of I Am LegCopy Editor
end. Think about it:
if your wheel was stolen, would you want to carry the broken
bike back to your apartment?
Bike vandalism is one trend around
campus that needs to stop. As a recent
target, I can speak on this issue. Last summer I had my seat stolen from my bike between 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. while inside the
library. Since then, I’ve also experienced
what appeared to be a failed attempt to
cut through the second layer of my ¾ inch
thick chain.
This prompts the question: why? How
much is it worth to a vandal versus the inconvenience it causes the owner? I ended
up paying $40 out of pocket for a new, and
less comfortable seat and hard fastener to
replace the standard quick-release.
This of course was eclipsed by the embarrassment of having to ride my bike
home without a seat – standing up the
whole time, mind you.
So are these purely acts of vandalism,
or is someone actually looking to proﬁt?
This prompts a second question: who,
if anyone, is buying these stolen bike
parts? I haven’t actually ventured inside
the local pawn shop, but I don’t imagine
a year-old bike seat or a used bike wheel
is a purchase local dealers would actually
make, considering the probable source.
Is there a top-secret, evil bike emporium on the west side? Does a thief use a
second cell phone to contact Big Randall
and say: “Listen, I got loads of fresh, used
seats and wheels ‘a all sizes, whatcha got
for me?”
Probably not—proﬁts wouldn’t even
cover the current cost of gas.
If you depend on a bike to get to class,
then take this as a warning: replace your
quick-release seat, get a thick chain, and
loop said chain through any easily-removable parts on your bicycle.
Bikes can be registered through the Ellensburg Police Department through their
website.
Preventing vandalism is ultimately the
responsibility of students. Report suspicious activity to campus police through
the non-emergency line. You wouldn’t
idly walk by someone taking a rock to car
windshields—an event which took place
recently at Student Village—because next
thing you know it’s your windshield that
needs to be replaced while you’re stuck
walking to class.
At campuses in larger cities, nameless
crimes such as these are an expected part
of life. At Central, we should be better
than that.

Register your bike with the Ellensburg
Police Department at
www.cwu.edu/~police/bicycle.html
Report stolen bikes and other property
on campus to
509-925-8534

I have a confession to make.
I did not grow up with the Disney
Channel, Nickelodeon, or any other channels that other kids my age watched and
still reminisce about today. Because extra
channels were a luxury in my house, I
grew up on PBS and “VeggieTales” movies. Crazy, I know.
When my ﬁancé
and I were ﬁrst getting to know each
other, it came up
that I had never seen
“Boy Meets World,”
and he decided that
this travesty must be
remedied. This still
hasn’t happened, but
AMELIA
then, we do have the
WESTBAY
rest of our lives.
Copy Desk Chief
I had also never

seen “Fireﬂy” or “Avatar: The Last Airbender,” but we’ve covered those by now.
“Star Trek”… well, like I said, we have the
rest of our lives.
His reaction was mcuh more graceful than most I get when people ﬁnd out
that I never watched “Kenan and Kel” or
“Who’s Afraid of the Dark.”
Common replies include: “You didn’t
have a childhood!” and “How did you
live?”
Call it radical, but we had better things
to do than plop down in front of a TV
for a few hours a day. Sure, we were allowed to watch TV, but we were limited
to an hour per day, and only after we had

done all of our chores. But that was OK
since there really isn’t a whole lot to watch
when you only have one channel of kids
shows and a whole cabinet of old movies
on VHS.
While my current classmates were
watching “All That” and “The Fresh
Prince of Bel-Air,” I was out climbing
apple trees, catching mice to dissect in order to learn biology, getting really good at
word games, and reading the “Chronicles
of Narnia” and “Harry Potter.”
I was learning and being physically
active. I may not know some pop culture
references from the 90s, but I am as streetsmart,
kitchensmart, book-smart,
and people-smart as
I really need to be at
this age.
So was I really
missing out? I don’t
think so.

ILLUSTRATION BY KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER

Don’t fear the free stuff!
...but take it at your own risk, especially my advice

I’d like to observe a moment of silence
in this column. I know I won’t be there
to enforce it, but it’s
very important that
you just do what I say,
because you should
just blindly follow
every direction I provide.
That way, when
I start asking you to
do weird things, like
smear toothpaste in
WES MORROW
your hair and stand
Sports Editor
on the street corner
heckling students about their sex addictions, you won’t even question it.
I imagine that’s sort of how those crazy
guys got to be on the street corner holding signs and angrily telling me about how
my masturbating addiction is destroying
society.
I can assure you, it’s not.
I had to table in the SURC the other
day. I won’t get into why right now, except
to say it wasn’t anything weird, I swear.
When I was standing there with my coworker, manning that little two by six foot
pulpit, I think I got a glimpse of what it
feels like to be the crazy guy on the street
corner.
Never before have I realized how badly
people loathe someone who’s trying to
hand them something.
It doesn’t even matter what it is you’re
trying to hand them. You could say, “Sir,
would you like a free puppy?” And people
would look at you like you’re running some
sick puppy drug trafﬁcking operation.

It’s just a free puppy. Damn. I didn’t
put any drugs inside it, I promise.
Standing behind that table made me
feel like I was a member of the untouchable caste in India.
I just don’t understand. I thought college kids loved free stuff. Apparently they
aren’t fans of free things that come with
even the slightest of attachments.
If I put up a sign outside the SURC
saying “Free Pizza,” I would be surrounded by kids in minutes. I’d be like a
pile of French fries surrounded by seagulls
dressed in afﬂiction T-shirts and carrying
long boards.
But if I were to put up another sign
saying “Free Pizza, all you have to do is
take this ﬂyer and read it,” at least half the
people wouldn’t even stop.
It’s not like reading a ﬂyer is going to
kill you, unless you aren’t watching where
you’re walking and you fall into a manhole. Then I guess it might kill you, but
that wouldn’t be the ﬂyer’s fault. Unless
it told you not to watch where you were
walking, but why would a ﬂyer say that?
Quit trying to blame your death on the
ﬂyer.
My point is, I don’t have a communicable disease. You don’t have to walk with
a 30-foot berth of my table.
If my sign said, “Free bird ﬂu,” then I
would understand your concern. I would
probably avoid taking a ﬂyer from that
table as well.
I didn’t realize it until just now, but this
column itself is a kind of tabling. I sit here,
shouting incoherently at you as your eyes
pass between pages with actual news on

them, and you shake your head, roll your
eyes and throw my advice in the nearest
garbage can. But guess what, it works, because here you are.
So just remember, when you wake up
on a street corner dressed in an old bathrobe preaching manifest destiny at passers-by, I warned you. My advice may take
you down some interesting roads, but it
hopefully won’t be anything that odd.
Over the next few weeks I’m going to
start acting more and more like the crazy
guy on the street corner, yelling thoughts
and advice at random passerby.
I only have three issues left before I
graduate. That means I only have three
columns left. Typically, seniors each write
a senior send-off column where they say
good-bye and leave sage advice.
There are a few people graduating this
year, so I’m going to get the jump on them
and start two weeks early. I’ll still write
a senior farewell, but I’ve got simply too
much stuff to ﬁt in one packed opinion
page.
If, though, I completely space and forget
to write you any advice for next week, forgive me. The hard part is remembering all
the things I wanted to say two months ago
when I started thinking about graduation.
I just remembered why I wanted to observe a moment of silence. This has been a
bad couple weeks for me. First I lost MCA.
Now I’m forced to mourn the passing of
Maurice Sendak.
All I can say is, MCA really got the
short end of the stick, because Sendak
at least lived long enough to see the new
Avengers movie.
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Winds of paradise don’t give a s*** about your hair
Geography chair and professor Jim Huckabay tells us why the wind blows in the valley

Staff Reporter

It’s not uncommon in Ellensburg
to see the wind getting the best of
people. Hats blow across the parking lot, papers get loose and are
swept away in the breeze, and the
occasional tumbleweed catches a
ride from the wind to wedge itself
against your car. People here have
learned to deal with it, but what
causes all this wind?
Jim Huckabay, Central Washington University geography chair
and professor, took the ﬂoor at
Raw Space on May 1 as part of
the Central on Stage series. Huckabay shed light on what makes the
wind blow so frequently in Ellensburg and that it really isn’t all that
bad.
Huckabay was clearly excited to
share his knowledge and passion
for weather, particularly the wind,
while the crowd gathered at Raw
Space. The crowd was peppered
with Ellensburg locals in their
faded Levis and boots, who were
easily as excited to receive this information on why our weather acts
the way it does.
This is what brought Elsa Flores,
sophomore undecided, to the talk

for the opportunity to learn a little snow pack causes temperature
ﬂuxation in the wind and the valmore about the area she lives in.
“It’s a good experience to un- leys draw the air into Ellensburg,
derstand why our climate is the which is also false.
However, what is true is that
way it is here,” she said.
The “winds of paradise” is our wind starts on the coast. In Elthe name given to our wind here lensburg we have what is known as
in Kittitas Valley. It’s a title some thermally driven winds. The highpressure system
may or may not
moves from the
agree with, but
over Snoto
Huckabay
We get a lot of fresh air coast,
qualmie Pass
the
constant
here. I pity those who live and into our
wind is great.
“We get a
where the wind doesn’t blow, lower pressure
east of
lot of fresh
they breathe the same air system
the mountains.
air here,” he
over and over again.
This pressure
said. “I pity
difference also
those who live
mixes with our
where the wind
warmer temdoesn’t blow;
peratures that
they
breathe
-JIM HUCKABAY
“sweep right
the same air
Geography chair and professor
down in alignover and over
ment with our
again.”
Huckabay began by explaining valley,” Huckabay said.
This is also the reason why in
common misconceptions people
have about our weather, one be- winter months there is typically less
ing that the air coming over from wind. During the colder months
the coast can only go so high, and our temperature, compared to the
that when it gets to the pass, it is coast, is more equal, which means
compressed and funneled down less wind.
While scrolling through his Powinto our valley which gives us high
winds. This is false. Another old- erPoint, he included a picture his
wives’ tale for our wind is that the daughter drew of kids with kites

“

“

BY BEN NEWBY

blowing away in the wind. Another fact was that it’s only calm 39
percent of the time annually here
in Ellensburg. In meteorologist
terms, calm means “no measurable wind,” said Huckabay.
When the crowd was given the
OK for questions, Huckabay was
asked about different aspects of
weather and wind. Hail, interestingly enough, is actually tumbled
around by the wind until the balls
of ice become so big they fall,
Huckabay explained.
Microbursts also came into discussion, which was Ellensburg local Tanner Leithed’s favorite part.
“Microbursts were an interesting display of weather,” Leithed
said.
Microbursts are intense, strong
columns of wind that get pushed
downwards and then fan out once
they hit the ground. They can be
very dangerous to aircraft.
Huckabay’s presentation not
only gave a better understanding
of our winds here in Ellensburg,
but a respect for its power and appreciation of the good it can do in
terms of energy production.
Flores said after the presentation: “makes you not hate the wind
so much.”

MICHAEL HARRISON/OBSERVER

WINDY CITY Kittitas Valley is known for it’s blustery days.
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Fiesta para Cinco de Mayo en el SURC Ballroom
of Mexican chip served with hot sauce and lime juice. Aguas frescas, or juice drinks,
were served in ﬂavors of pineapple, tangerine and watermelon. Along with the food
there were games like bobbing for jalapeños and loteria, which is Mexican bingo.
The stars shined brightly once the Wenatchee High School mariachi band began
playing.
“We’re going to play until four in the morning,” band leader Ramon Rivera band
said.
The performers played violins and guitars, singing and dancing with so much acceptance that the music drew in more people and required extra chairs to be put out
to accommodate the audience.
Students were able to express their talent and their culture through a school program that boasts that all of
their students graduate from high school. Some of
the seniors will be going off to college next year,
which is the goal of the program.
“I like that we get to show our history through
music,” Natalia Esquivel, 16, said.
Historically, Cinco De Mayo is celebrated
because it marks the day the Mexican army
defeated France at the Battle of Puebla during the French-Mexican war. The day has
been commonly mistaken for the Mexican
Independence Day, which is actually celebrated on Sept. 16. It is more of an American holiday that celebrates the Mexican
heritage because in Mexico it is not seen
as a big holiday outside of Puebla.
Being able to express their culture and
connect with others is a lot of what M.E.Ch.A
is about, but they also organize events and assist within the community. The club has been
known for being politically aware and conscious,
but it is not limited to any speciﬁc race or background.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.BERKELEYSIDE.COM
“Basically anyone can be a part of it,” GarciaRuiz said.

BY JAYNA SMITH

Staff Reporter

For many, Cinco De Mayo has been seen as a day
to party but a historically Latino club on campus let
people know the real reason behind the celebration.
“We want to share a little bit about our culture and
who we are,” said Octavio Garcia-Ruiz, sophomore political science.
The event was scheduled to be held at 4 p.m. on May
3 outside the SURC, but ended up being moved to the
SURC Ballroom when it rained on the affair.
Despite the last minute venue change, the event
drew a signiﬁcant crowd. The Chicano Student
Movement Aztlan (M.E.Ch.A) put on the event that
provided a cultural exhibit in honor of a Mexican
American holiday.
“It’s an event that gives people more visibility,” said
Gilberto Garcia, political science professor.
Garcia feels that Central doesn’t have a sense of activism yet, but events like the Cinco De Mayo celebration open
doors for people to embrace other cultures and to support
them.
Bethany Torimino, senior anthropology, transferred from
Seattle Central Community College and pointed out that Central is much less diverse, but feels that people are still open to
differences amongst cultures.
“I think diversity is very encouraged on campus,” Torimino
said.
The event gave people a chance to learn a brief history
about Cinco De Mayo and also allowed them to get a taste
of Latino culture. Through food, games, music and dance,
the members of M.E.Ch.A connected with the crowd. People
were outside in the rain hitting a piñata and dancing to the
sounds of a mariachi band.
Chips and salsa were in abundance, as well as another type

T H E
S C O O p
may 11 & 12

May 10

may 11

JURIED STUDENT
ART EXHIBITION
SARAH SPURGEON
GALLERY
6 P.M. TO 8 P.M.
AWARDS AT 7 P.M.

EXPLORING THE
EXPLORERS
MUSEUM OF CULTURE
AND ENVIRONMENT
DEAN HALL
7 P.M.
FREE

COMEDIAN AMY
ANDERSON
RAW SPACE
8 P.M.
$5

may 11 & 12

may 11 - 13

may 12

may 12

VENDETTA RED
SURC BALLROOM
8 P.M. TO 11 P.M.
$10

TRACE BUNDY:
ACOUSTIC NINJA
SURC THEATRE
8 P.M.
STUDENTS $5
GENERAL $7

may 10

LITTLE WOMEN- THE
MUSICAL
MILO SMITH
THEATRE
7:30 P.M.
$7

FAMILY WEEKEND
CHECK-IN SURC PIT
FRIDAY:
3 P.M. TO 7 P.M.
SATURDAY:
9 A.M. TO 1 P.M.
PRICES VARY

A NIGHT AT THE
OPERA
HERTZ HALL
7 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE
GENERAL $10

Little Women
The Musical

• book by allan knee • lyrics by mindi dickstein • Music by jason howland •

may 11-12 and 18-19 at 7:30 p.m.
may 13 and 20 at 2:00 p.m.

Milo Smith Tower Theatre
$15 general admission • $12 seniors and children
$7 cwu students with i.d.

SIGN UP TODAY

COM 442
GAIN HANDS ON
REPORTING EXPERIENCE
THROUGH THE PRODUCTION OF
CWU’S OWN

NEWS

WATCH

Cable Channel 2 and CWU TV Cable Channel 14.
Thursdays at 4,:00 7 00 and 11; 00 PM

FOR MORE INFO:
CONTACT PROF. BOB FORDAN; FORDANR@CWU.EDU

CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. Persons with
disabilities may request reasonable accommodation by
calling the Center for Disability Services at
509-963-2171 or e-mailing CDSrecept@cwu.edu.
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Students exchange talents for dates Central
BY CHLOE RAMBERG

alumni shares
success story

Staff Reporter

BY RACHEL CHURCHILL

Fundraiser raises money for Black Student Union
Belly dancing proved to be the awardwinning performance at Central Washington University’s second annual date
auction. Lap dancing came in at a close
second.
Sponsored by the Black Student Union
(BSU), the date auction has become a successful means of fundraising according to
Stephanie Gaines, senior law and justice.
Gaines is the event planner at BSU,
and was counting on the success of the
date auction to fund future events such as
Black Graduation and Showtime at McConnell.
“We had a great turnout last year and
raised about $500,” said Gaines. “We are
hoping for that same great outcome.”
The event consisted of 12 bachelors
and bachelorettes, all looking to support
the BSU and raise money. DeAndre Baines, freshman business and marketing,
was one of the bachelors that participated
in the event.
“I’m trying to give back to the black
students at Central Washington University,” Baines said.
Hosted by Jacoby Sampson, the event
consisted of the daters, displayed to the
bidders as a group, and then individually
to share a talent and answer a few dating questions. The exuberant host maintained the laughter and fun energy within
the room, making the event interactive
MONIQUE PARKER/OBSERVER
amongst the bidders and daters.
GIGGIN’ David Eargle performs for
The daters introduced themselves to
potential bidders during the Date Auction.
the audience, sharing their name and age
group. There were a variety of ages and
classes, with freshman through seniors received a balloon and a picture with their
new date.
volunteering to participate.
Every dater received a bid by the auThe questions the daters were asked
consisted of “Describe your perfect date” dience members, but there were a few
and “What is your favorite body part on standouts that went for a higher amount.
yourself ?” There were a range of answers, Eddie Roberts was auctioned off for $44,
from feet as a favorite body part and a Lat- and KJ Stilling wowed the crowd with his
rendition of “Brown Eyed Girl” and was
in dance night as the ideal date.
Perhaps the most entertaining portion auctioned off for $50.
Aludogba won over the ladies in the
of the evening was the talent/dare portion
of the auction. Contestants were able to audience by his belly dancing skills and
display a talent if they possessed one, or was auctioned off for $82 and was bought
had the option of drawing a dare out of by two female audience members who
split the cost. Aludogba was informally
host Sampson’s own hat.
“The dares are completely random, crowned CWU’s Finest by the BSU for
this year’s date
know one knows
auction.
what they might
After the event,
end up getting,”
This is my last event, and the participants
Gaines said.
and their dates
I’m going out with a bang.
The
dares
were treated to
proved to be amuscake and punch,
ing and creative,
where they would
ranging
from
have the opportu-STEPHANIE GAINES
Bachelor Baines
nity to get to know
giving a lap dance
Senior law and justice
one another.
to a lucky audi“You get the
ence member, and
great
company,
Bachelor Emecka Aludogbu belly dancing
cake and juice,” Sampson said.
to Shakira’s “My Hips Don’t Lie.”
Members of the audience had differWhile the dares were certainly hilarious to audience members, there were also ent reasons for attending, whether it was
daters who presented their own talent. to support a friend or try to make a love
Bachelor Eddie Roberts showed off his connection. Kaitlyn Nielson, sophomore
wake boarding skills on stage, and Bach- special education, had a very speciﬁc reaelorette Tianna Parsons shared a poem son for attending the date auction.
“I love men,” Nielson said. “And Jashe wrote herself.
Once the daters answered the ques- coby was hilarious.”
The BSU was pleased with the outtions and showed their talent or dare, the
bidding began with a $5 minimum. Host come of the date auction, and Gaines was
Sampson joked with the bidders about the especially satisﬁed that this was her last
seriousness of actually paying for their event as a senior.
“This is my last event, and I’m going
date.
“Make sure you pay because if you out with a bang,” said Gaines. “BSU is
don’t we will ﬁnd you,” Sampson said.
known for our events, and we always have
Once the bartering was over, bidders a great outcome.”

“

“

Staff Reporter

Having a college degree is a great accomplishment. With the special talents
and skills students learn through education they ﬁnd themselves achieving and
accomplishing a variety of jobs and work.
Any direction they decide to choose they
know we will have success in what we do.
Having goals pushes people to achieve
and do greater.
Zabrina Jenkins, a Central Washington
University graduate, returned to Central
May 5 to share her story about how she
became part of the Starbucks Company.
Her story told of success, compassion,
determination and the ability to push
through hardships.
Jenkins’ journey started when she attended Central. In 1992, she graduated
with a degree in business administration
and continued her education at Syracuse,
University in New York. While at Syracuse Jenkins’ received her masters in higher education administration and a law degree. Her ﬁrst job was at the Seattle-based
law ﬁrm Garvey Schubert Barber.
Later she accepted her current job as
the director and corporate counsel for
Starbucks Coffee Company. Jenkins’ responsibilities include overseeing commercial and general liability litigation for retail
locations in North America and providing
legal advice and counsel to Starbucks
management and employees.
“Passion can get you any where and
achieving those passions is what life is all
about,” Jenkins said.
Elise May, apartment complex coordinator for university housing and new
student programs said she wanted to share

CARLEN SCARLETT/OBSERVER

STARBUCKS Zabrina Jenkins spoke
to a small crowd May 5 in the SURC.

Jenkins’ story of how she chose Central
and how she got to where she is today as
a director and corporate counsel of Starbucks.
May’s goal for University Housing and
New Student Programs was to have Jenkins come to campus and share how her
love for Central, hard work and goals
have paid off ten fold.
“It was my goal for her to share the
beauty of being able to do a job you love
and have passion for,” May said. “And in
the midst of that position be able to give
back to the community and your alma
mater.”
Jenkins has accomplished much since
she ﬁrst started at Central.
“I thank the school and everything they
did for me and also allowing me to get
where I am now,” Jenkins said.

Family fun here again
Campus Activities coordinates events for all
BY JEANETTE GENSON

Staff Reporter

This Friday until Sunday, Central Washington University will
provide a variety of events for
Family Weekend.
Family Weekend is offered every
year by Campus Activities for families of students to visit the campus
and enjoy many events that showcase the sights and sounds of Ellensburg.
“I’m excited to see it all come
together,” said Shanae Elquist, senior recreation and tourism and
lead coordinator for Family Weekend.
To kick off the weekend, comedian Amy Anderson will perform
stand-up comedy at Raw Space on
Friday at 8 p.m. Anderson was the
creator and host the ﬁrst AsianAmerican stand-up showcase. She
has performed on Comedy Central and Showtime. Entry is $5 for
students and $7 for general admission.
A river ﬂoat sponsored by Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals is scheduled for Saturday morning and has
already sold out.
Returning to campus for the
fourth year in a row is guitarist
Trace Bundy at 8 p.m. on Saturday in the SURC Ballroom. Entry
is $5 for students and $7 for general admission.

The Mother’s Day brunch will
be held in Holmes Dining Room
beginning at 10 a.m. until 1:30
p.m. The brunch will include Holmes’ traditional menu items along
with carved ham offered especially
for the holiday meal. A free mug
will be given to the ﬁrst 250 moms
to arrive at the brunch.
For families interested in the artistic side of Central, Little Women
the musical performed by Central
Theater Ensemble. Randall Hall
is hosting the student “Juried” art
exhibit while the Museum of Culture and Environment in Dean
Hall has “The Mapmaker’s Eye:
David Thompson on the Columbia Plateau.”
Outdoor activities in the Ellensburg area this weekend include
the Ellensburg Farmers Market on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
downtown and Outdoor Zumba
on Saturday morning at 10:30
a.m. outside the SURC.
Tickets are still available for
families of students that would like
to join in the festivities. Tickets can
be purchased at www.wildcattickets.com or at the door of any of
the events.
For a full list of activities during
Family Weekend, visit
www.cwu.edu/~campuslife/index.
php?page=family-weekend-schedule
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Avenger s

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.IFC.COM

s mashed t he b o x o f f i c e
BY JEFFREY ALAN COTÉ

Observer Movie Critic

Despite their massive affect on box office revenue
and continued popularity among American audiences, comic book movies
have never been my thing.
Though I have occasionally been somewhat entertained by superhero films,
no particular film was ever
able to shake my preconception of the genre as one
that is painfully self-obsessed, blindingly unoriginal and almost impossibly
inapproachable to anyone
unfamiliar with the source
material. Enter director Joss
Whedon’s “The Avengers.”
The film features many
well-known comic book
staples, including Iron Man
(Robert Downey, Jr.), The
Hulk (Mark Ruffalo), Captain
America (Chris Evans), Thor
(Chris Hemsworth) Black
Widow (Scarlett Johansson) and Hawkeye (Jeremy
Renner), who collectively
form a group known as The
Avengers.
Together they struggle
to fight against a rising evil
force that threatens to enslave and terrorize the hu-

man race. In many ways, the
plot is typical action movie
fare. Yet, this surprisingly
works more in the film’s favor rather than stand out as
cliché.
Whedon, who also wrote
the screenplay, sets the film
up with a standard plot
structure only to do it better than most, if not all other comic book adaptations,
have ever done before.
The action sequences,
dialogue and character development are all expertly
paced in order to create a
product that is more exciting, engrossing and even
funnier than most films
could ever dream of.
Whedon has spent a great
deal of time adapting “The
Avengers” to the big screen
and it clearly shows.
Rumors have been floating around that it is necessary to see all of the characters’ individual features in
order to completely understand this film.
I was initially wary of the
same thing, especially considering how many characters there are and how many
complex back stories the
film is forced to deal with
in a relatively short amount

of time. Yet, “The Avengers”
actually does a better job of
immersing you into the action than a vast majority of
Hollywood blockbusters.
Instances of confusion
are very rare and this comes
from someone who had
only seen one Marvel feature prior to seeing this film.
In fact, it actually feels incredibly relieving to finally
experience a franchise film
that doesn’t expect you to
do hours of homework before buying a ticket.
Like many other blockbusters before it, “The
Avengers” is somewhat dependent upon its visuals.
Yet, not a single element of
the film’s visual presentation is not up to par.
From Seamus McGarvey’s
eye-catching camerawork
to Janek Sirr’s spectacular
special effects work, this
film is beautiful in every
possible way. It can be assumed that an incredible
amount of energy was put
into making the action on
screen as clean and breathless as possible.
Yet, more than any other
reason to go see it, “The
Avengers” is insurmountably entertaining. Despite

an initial reluctance, I had
absolutely no problem embracing the film entirely.
I believe it is safe to say
that this is a comic book
movie that no one could
ever have a problem thoroughly enjoying. As someone who is about as detached from comic books
and superhero culture as
one can be, believe me
when I say that “The Avengers” is a fresh, finely-made
film.
Not only that, but it’s the
most fun I’ve had at a movie
theater in years.

This film receives an:
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What your dining skills say about you

BY BOBBIE BLACK

Staff Reporter

BEN MCBRIDE/OBSERVER

CLASSY A four-course dinner was served as part of the Etiquette Dinner to teach
participants good manners at the dinner table and beyond.

Using a knife is important because it properly using both styles.
controls the size of the bite and lessens the
“It will prove useful at conferences
possibilities of spilling. Bjerkestrand made while networking,” he said.
it clear to never take big bites because
There was a utensil and guideline for
the second you do
every course and
someone will ask
speciﬁc ways to let
you a question and
server know you
As the ship goes out to the
also keep in mind
are ﬁnished by placsea I spoon my soup away ing your fork in a
“dining is a bodily
function, we want
speciﬁc location on
from me.
to be as discreet as
the plate.
possible.”
Many of tech-MERRILY BJERKESTRAND
Charlie Spears,
niques Bjerkestrand
senior
psycholteaches are not
Etiquette consultant
ogy, said he liked
common practice
learning how to eat
at most restaurants,

“

“

The secret to success in the business
world was unleashed to a group of Central
Washington University students on May
9: proper dining etiquette. Good manners
are seen simply as kind gestures to some,
but to potential employers dining behaviors are glimpses of true character.
The dinner for proper dining etiquette
was put on by career services and hosted
by Central alumni, Merrily Bjerkestrand,
who is the epitome of good manners. Bjerkestrand is a certiﬁed etiquette consultant
who has used her knowledge and skills
to create programs that effectively teach
proper etiquette to a variety of audiences
from business executives to students.
All the participating students were
dressed in their best and ready to learn.
“I’ve done it before, my freshman year.
It was fun,” said Rachel Sagle, senior information technology, about the dining
event.
The four-course dinner started with a
cup of tomato soup. Bjerkestrand led the
group every step of the way and included
playful ways to remember the rules,
“As the ship goes out to sea I spoon my
soup away from me,” Bjerkestrand said.
In other words don’t scoop towards
yourself when eating soup. The next
course was salad. The group had to get use
to eating it with a knife and fork. How you
hold your fork depends on if you are eating ‘continental style’ or ‘American style’
both of which include using your fork and
knife.

defghiu

but she says that she is going to prepare
her students for the best and not assume
that they won’t have the opportunity to
enjoy ﬁne dining.
To show the importance of dining etiquette and manners Bjerkestrand shared a
number of stories with different scenarios
about how poor dining behavior especially
in a business setting has lost people jobs.
Sometimes business brings one to a
foreign country where you do not know
the dining practices. It’s OK not to know,
there is usually a host for guidance, not
knowing every rule is not the problem, not
caring or being courteous enough to make
an attempt is.
There will always be a time where you
are unsure or you forget which fork to use,
in stressful situations Bjerkestrand shared
that you just need to remember, “when
in doubt, do the kind thing.” It all comes
back to attitude.
Unfortunately, many of these dining
practices are not taught to the younger
generation. However, this in no means
implies it’s a dying art. The older generations, who are the leaders in the business
world, have become accustomed to the
rules and regulations of ﬁne dining behaviors. The young college students who are
able to acquire these skills will have a great
opportunity to show how well rounded
they are.
For those who weren’t able to participate, just remember, liquids on the left,
napkin in the lap, raise a glass when they
toast, sit up straight, easy on the wine, and
never talk with a mouth full.

defghiu

Tattoos taboo? Or right for you
A panel discussion raises the important questions surrounding ink

Staff Reporter

“

“

ma over the years and because of that,
Many of the points made in the disthe panel discussed why getting a tattoo cussion came with life experiences. For
should be well thought out if someone Molohon, it was apparent how differently
wants to seek a professional career.
people perceived him before and after he
“People without tattoos view people started getting tattoos.
with tattoos as unprofessional,” Molohon
Based on Thompson’s claims, the stigsaid.
ma is even worse for women. She feels that
With seven fairly large tattoos on his those without tattoos are quick to assume
arms, back, chest, side and leg, Molohon a person is a rebel or social outcast besaid that all of his
cause of his or her
tattoos can be covtattoos.
ered if needed for
The thought
If a tattoo isn’t personal
any business-relatthat others should
ed purposes.
decide what someenough it shouldn’t matter
Vicki Sannuto,
one places perwhat it looks like.
a Career Services
manently on his
representatives on
or her body crethe panel, agreed
ated controversy
-SPENCER KIBBEL
that of all the
amongst the panel
Tattoo apprentice
places to get a tatand those in the
too, professionally
crowd.
the face would be
“If a tattoo is
the worst place to get one.
personal enough it shouldn’t matter what
“There is a ﬁne line between what is it looks like,” Kibbel said.
appropriate and what isn’t appropriate,”
Viewpoints about tattoos are changing,
Kibbel said.
and although there is still some negativPeople in the crowd shared why they ity associated with body ink, the stigma
have tattoos and the beliefs that went along is changing. Molohon feels that more and
with their decisions to get them. Some had more people are getting tattoos, and that
tattoos for military connections while oth- is going to force perceptions about them
ers have them for religious reasons.
to evolve.

“

“

Lynn Thompson, senior interdisciplinary
studies.
“People have different various beliefs,
When considering whether to get a tat- so we need to have dialogue,” Molohon
too or not, some people battle with reli- said.
gious, career and even personal concerns.
For Thompson, each of her ﬁve tatNo matter what the reasoning one thing is toos means something important to her.
for sure: there are mixed feelings regard- She calls the one on her ankle, which she
ing tattoos and the
designed herself,
choice to have any.
her “apartment
“If you plan on
tattoo” because
getting a tattoo, be
it was done by a
People
without
tattoos
prepared for the
guy in an apartview people with tattoos as
judgment,” said
ment instead of a
Spencer Kibbel,
professional shop.
unprofessional.
tattoo apprentice
She now wishes
at Third Eye Tatshe would have
-PATRICK MOLOHON
too.
waited to get it
A panel of
done in a tattoo
Senior anthropology
eight
people
parlor.
joined together on
Of her other
May 1 to discuss
tattoos, the largtattoos and the stigmas that go along with est is on her back and incorporates many
them. The event was put on by the Center themes stemming from her attempts to
for Diversity and Social Justice.
keep away the bad dreams that once
Those on the panel included people plagued her. The tattoo is an image of a
like Ivana Trottman, senior communica- wolf howling at the moon and a war shield
tion studies, who doesn’t have any tattoos shaped like a dream catcher.
but has contemplated getting one, and
“I like having it,” Thompson said. “It’s
those who have many tattoos such as Pat- like [it’s] watching my back.”
rick Molohon, senior anthropology, and
Tattoos have carried a negative stigBY JAYNA SMITH
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Dear OBSERVER,

I would like to take a moment of your time and
tell you about 2 of your staff...
One afternoon in October a young lady named
Jenna came in to talk to me about advertising in
The Observer. We spoke for a while and she
convinced me to take out an ad; she then
connected me with a young lady named Emily,
who designed my ad.
After everything was said & done, I was extremely
pleased with the outcome. I feel the ad did
everything I wanted it to do and more. It
definitely increased the number of college
students shopping in my store.
These 2 young ladies did an
OUTSTANDING job for me
and I just felt you needed
to know.
Sincerely,

Rhoda Simpson
Me & the Girls

THANK YOU

OBSERVER STAFF!
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Trio Mundana
takes skills to
New York City

After this, the trio decided to collaborate and play music together. They practice about twice a week in three-hour sessions, but also rehearse independently in
their free time.
An opportunity came this past March
when they went to New York City for
the Music Teachers National Association
competition in the chamber music diviBY ELIZABETH WHEELER
sion. Competitions are ﬁrst held in each
Staff Reporter
state, and ﬁnalists then compete in the
larger competition.
One might be surprised to know that
Groups from ﬁve regions made it to
some of the most talented musicians rethe
competition, and the trio took second
side right here in Ellensburg,.
place
in their division overall. They played
Three astounding musicians are stuclassical
music, including a piece by Mendents here at Central Washington Univerdelssohn.
The trio also performed an Arsity, and together they make the incredible
gentine tango by Piazzolla.
and harmonious team Trio Mundana.
“That added a nice little spice to throw
Vanessa Moss, sophomore violin perin,” Scholl said.
formance, is from Puyallup and has been
PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHRYN CHAVEZ
After asking their favorite type of music
playing the violin for about 12 years. Moss
said her favorite part of playing music is IN SYNC Vanessa Moss, Brooke Scholl and Jeremy DesChane make up a piano trio to play, they love it all.
that made it to New York City for the Music Teachers National Association Competition.
performing with other musicians.
“In the moment, it feels great to per“Music is a form of communication ative outlet,” Scholl said. “You can express
Moss, Scholl, and DesChane join forc- form any type of music,” Moss said. “Beand it is great being able to share that things through music you can’t always ex- es on the violin, cello, and piano to play cause you learn all different types; you
kind of thing with the audience and each press through words.”
impressive pieces. The trio started playing develop an appreciation for every kind.”
other,” Moss said. “You get to experience
Jeremy
De- together last sumThe trio also
people.”
sChane, graduate mer during a chamagreed that playing
Brooke Scholl,
student piano per- ber music program
tango-style piecYou can express things formance, grew up with Kairos Chamjunior cello perforBecause you learn all dif- the
es is especially fun.
mance, grew up in
through music you can’t al- in Bellingham and ber Music Lyceum. ferent types; you develop an
“They allow you
Tacoma and has
has been playing the
According
to
to
go outside the
ways
express
through
words.
appreciation
for
every
kind.
been playing the
piano since the age their Website, this
box,”
Scholl said.
cello for 10 years.
of four. He enjoys program is a tenThey
hope to
Scholl also loves
the communication day chamber music
-BROOKE
SCHOLL
-VANESSA
MOSS
perform
at
the end
performing
with
of music.
workshop for an
of
May
to
wrap
up
Junior
cello
performance
Sophomore
violin
performance
others, but added
“You can remind intimate group of
the
year.
that chamber music
people of a part of serious high school
All three will rein particular is more fun. She said that be- themselves they may have forgotten,” De- and college level musicians, selected for
ing innovative with her music is great too. sChane said. “I like being able to bring their playing ability and desire to develop main at attend Central next year and con“Music is such an expressive and cre- something out of the audience.”
tinue practicing and performing together.
collaborative skills.

“

“

Silverthorn Law Office
Shane M. Silverthorn
Attorney at Law

(509)607-6625
Experienced Professional Aggressive

Charged with a Crime? Protect Yourself Now

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TODAY
Student Discounts Military Discounts Payment Plans
DUI Traffic Crimes Traffic Infractions Drug Crimes Felony Crimes
MIP Criminal Records Vacated & Expunged Rights Restored
14 Years of Experience
Defending People Accused of Crimes in State and Federal Court

find out

how

you can

advertise
with us

CALL:

509-963-1026
OR EMAIL:

WWW.
CWUOBSERVER
@GMAIL.COM
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World renowned photographer stops at Central
Staff Reporter

National Geographic photographer
Alison Wright took the stage at the SURC
Theatre, May 3 in a speaking engagement
called Worldwide Photo Journeys.
Wright discussed how she got into the
photojournalism world, all of the amazing
places she has been and the people that
she met.

“I am a huge advocate for creating your Lange Award in Documentary Photograown artistic adventures,” Wright said. “I phy for her photographs of child labor in
believe that anyone can make beautiful art Asia and is a two-time winner of the Lowif they give themselves the chance.”
ell Thomas Travel Journalism Award.
Wright grew up in New Jersey and be“Learning to Breathe,” “Faces of
came interested in photography while tak- Hope, Children of a Changing World,”
ing a yearbook class in high school. She “The Dalai Lama; A Simple Monk” and
was hooked after her English teacher rec- “The Spirit of Tibet: Portrait of a Culture
ommended that she look more into photo- in Exile,” are just a few of the books her
journalism. She studied photojournalism writing and photographs have been pubat Syracuse Univerlished in, as well as
sity and worked for
through the Discova local paper until
Channel Photo
I am a huge advocate for ery
receiving a job offer
Journeys series.
in New York.
creating your own artistic adWright has also
She has traveled
founded the “Faces
ventures.
I
believe
that
anyall over the world
of Hope Fund,”
and has experi- one can make beautiful art which partners with
enced many things, if they give themselves the community and nonincluding
learngovernmental orgaing from the Dali chance.
nizations to help proLama,
traveling
vide education and
to Haiti soon after
medical assistance to
-ALISON WRIGHT
the earthquake and
children in Haiti, Inhaving many nearPhotographer
dia, Israel and Laos.
death experiences.
“My aim is to not
For more than
only bring a face to the place and raise
two decades Wright has been a photograsocial conscious awareness,” Wright said.
pher. Her photos focus on human rights
“But to also see if there’s some ﬁnancial
issues and documenting the traditions of
assistance I can bring to the communities
changing cultures around the world.
“[Wright] is such an inspiration and that I’ve worked in that have touched me
has done so much,” said Rachel Chap- so deeply.”
Wright’s work will be on display at Alman, senior graphic design. “She has
ley
Cat Artists between May 4 through
been through so much already and she is
May
28.
still going. No matter what seems to hapFor
more information about Alison
pen she is still inspired by the people and
Wright and “Faces of Hope Fund,” head
places around her.”
Wright is the recipient of the Dorothea to her Website, alisonwright.com

“

“

BY LAURA WALP

Curious about Law and Justice?
Check out our new Gen Ed course,
LAJ102: Introduction to Law and Justice!
5 Gen Ed credits, open to everyone!

Not a Law and Justice major?

No problem!

LAJ300: Administration of Criminal
Justice is open to all students, freshmen
through senior, in any major.
Register for LAJ102 or LAJ300 for Fall 2012!
www.cwu.edu/law • www.facebook.com/CWULawAndJustice

BONNIE DAVIDSON/OBSERVER

CULTURE Photographs on display
at Alley Cat Artists as part of the Allison
Wright: Portraits exhibit.

Wright’s photography has been
published in National Geographic
magazine, National Geographic Traveler, National Geographic Adventure,
Islands, Smithsonian, American Photo,
Natural History, Time, Forbes, O: The
Oprah Magazine, The New York Times,
Yoga Journal, Outside, and the San
Francisco Chronicle.
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Editor//Weston Morrow

Taking his talents
to South America
Central soccer
player travels to
Chile
By Scott Herman
Staff Reporter

Love is a universal language and soccer, Americans hate
to admit, is the world’s most popular sport. So when the
two came together for David Sedano, on a continent far from
his own, it seemed to be a match made in heaven, or Chile
for more accurate purposes. This is not a hopelessly romantic
story of a student leaving to study abroad and returning with
a soul mate from a foreign country, but of how Sedano’s passion for soccer allowed him to connect with the people of
Chile.
The passion he shows while talking about his favorite
sport is real. One can almost see the lyrical cliché coming.
“Soccer is everything to me,” said Sedano, a junior majoring in Spanish and mechanical engineering.
Sedano, a player on the Central club team, has been playing soccer for as long as he could kick a ball. A member of
the Central club team, his father owned a ranch and orchards
back in his hometown of Manson, Washington. Sedano used
the property as his practice ﬁelds, cutting his teeth at a young
age against the orchard’s much older, and much more talented
workers. They often played for wages, or sometimes the older
players would bet beer on the matches. They would buy the
younger Sedona soda. One day he returned from the ﬁelds to
his older brother’s graduation party with a wad of cash. When
his brother’s soccer coach, Sheila Hodges, asked him where he
got the money, Sedano told her he had won it playing soccer
in the ﬁelds.
Sedano’s response got him an invite to audition with a
local soccer club named Arsenal FC. He made the team and
helped them win state in his second year. That was just the
starting point for Sedano, he used the experience to catapult himself towards four consecutive varsity letters in
high school. Things were only going to get better.
“When I’m out on the soccer ﬁeld, I forget about
everything, I forget about my problems,” said Sedona,
“it’s like a drug to me.”
Sedano gave tremendous effort in any sport he
tried. However, in a basketball game his senior
year of high school Sedano came down awkwardly on a teammate’s foot, severely injuring
his ankle. The prognosis from the doctor wasn’t
good, the damage was a third degree sprain, endangering Sedano’s hopes of going out on a high
note his senior year. Doctors then crushed his spirits when they said it might take him a year to recover. Sedano
kindly returned the favor by crushing the doctor’s opinion.
“I was back out there in three months, playing varsity,”
Sedano said.
Although Sedano says he’s never been the same player

he was before the injury, he was able to get a few more years
out of his love affair. Sedano came here to Central, and while
dominating intramurals for nine championship shirts, he tried
his hand at the club team helping them to Nationals in Phoenix
last season.
With his love for soccer neatly stowed in his overhead compartment Sedano ﬂew to Valdivia, Chile
this past fall for four months to study and live
with a host family. It was with the guidance
of his “Chilean brother” Gustavo
that Sedano would ﬁnd himself experiencing the Chilean soccer scene. Soccer
in Valdivia was part of
the night life.Sedano
would often play in
scrimmages that began at midnight,
once everyone was
off work. Add in
the 8 a.m. classes
they had to wake
up early for and

their shared adoration of the sport becomes indisputable.
Sedano had even received an invitation from one of
the players to play on a semi-pro team. He played in a few
games during his stay and managed to score a pair of
goals, including one in his last game, a proper send off to
his Chilean hosts.
“You know what I’m leaving [Chile], I am going to go
away with a goal, a victory,” Sedano said.
When Sedano sat in classes on Friday mornings, he could
often look out his window and ﬁnd those very people he
played with protesting in the streets.
Chilean students had been protesting the educational policy that prefers the upper class and assists the poor, but fails
to provide adequate help for those in between. When it became increasingly violent it was difﬁcult for Sedano to watch
friends put themselves at risk, but as a foreign student, there
was nothing he could do.
“Some of these people are your friends, they tell you what
they’re going through, you see after the protest, they have blood,
they’re in comas,” Sedano said, “They told us right when we got
there, if you protest, you’re outta here.”
Sedano witnessed some of the protests’ aftermath during his
stay, once walking by a bombed out bus, hearing bombs go off in
the distance and watching rock-throwing kids get hosed down by
law enforcement in tanks.
“It was rock versus steel,” said Sedano with a shrug.
It was a hectic atmosphere but for the students soccer never
changed. They, like Sedano, used it as their own get-a-way. After
witnessing soccer provide a constant source of relief it became evident to Sedano that it had a large place in Chile’s heart, something
he could relate to.
“Soccer is everything to them,” Sedano said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID SEDANO
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Wildcats eclipse the field in twilight meet
spots, followed closely by junior Sydney
Jensen taking fourth place with a toss of
11.43 meters.
Central’s Track and Field team had a
Baumstark did not stop there; she also
strong ﬁnish for the end of the season last took second place in the hammer throw
weekend with the WWU Twilight meet at with a toss of 47.56 meters and a third
Civic Stadium in Bellingham.
place ﬁnish in the discus, recording a
Several athletes had taken the day off throw of 36.52 meters.
to rest up for the Great Northwest Athletic
The ladies also placed very well in the
Conference (GNAC) Outdoor Champion- pole vault and triple jump events. Senior,
ships.
Kati Davis tied for
“We had some
second place with
athletes sit out this
Our team feels pretty a pole vault of 3.55
meet to get themgood building momentum meters.
selves ready for
“We had a great
and peaking going into the group of girls that
the GNAC championships,” Head
came out to com[GNAC] championship.
Coach Kevin Adpete,” senior Kin-KEVIN ADKISSON
kisson said. “Those
caid Nichols said.
who did compete
Central’s men’s
Head coach
though, had a good
team did well in the
showing for us ﬁnhigh and long jump
ishing up the regular season.”
events. Junior Brennan Boyes tied for secThe women’s team took over the meet, ond in the men’s high jump with a leap of
winning several events and taking many 1.95 meters and Will Hallberg took third
top three ﬁnishes.
place with a long jump of 6.5 meters.
Sabrina Schwindler, in her ﬁrst track
Central also had a good showing on the
meet as a Wildcat, soared into ﬁrst place track as well.
with a high jump of 1.60 meters.
The women’s relay team had a close
“The women did really great in their second place ﬁnish behind Western in the
events and we all went home happy with 4x200 meter relay with a time of one minour results,” Schwindler said.
ute, 46.97 seconds.
The ladies also dominated the shot put,
Nichols also had a close second place
taking four of the top ﬁve ﬁnishes in the ﬁnish in the men’s 100 meter dash with a
event. Junior Kaylee Baumstark had a toss time of 10.98 seconds, just .06 seconds off
of 12.10 meters, and sophomore Annie the ﬁrst place mark.
Martinez recorded a throw of 11.77 me“It was a great way to end the regular
ters, ﬁnishing in the number one and two season,” Nichols said.
BY RANDY RA JKOVICH

Staff Reporter

“

“

KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER

JUMP OFF Freshman Shelby Bodily flies over the hurdle during the 400 meter
hurdle race Saturday at Civic Stadium in Bellingham.

The only win on the men’s side came in
the 4x400 meter relay. Kyle Fremd, Zach
Armstrong, Logan Johnson and Erik Lee
led the Wildcats to a ﬁrst place ﬁnish with
a blazing time of 3:25.96 minutes, ﬁnishing a whole ﬁve seconds ahead of the second place Green River Community Col-
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lege.
“Our team feels pretty good building
momentum and peaking going into the
[GNAC] championship,” Adkisson said.
The next track and ﬁeld meet for the
Wildcats will be the GNAC Outdoor
Championships in Monmouth, Ore.

cwu.edu/~pulse
Central’s student-run
lifestyle magazine
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Baseball salvages one win versus MSUB
BY KEATON MCATEE

Staff Reporter

When the Central Washington University baseball team laced up their spikes
and took to the ﬁeld for pre-game warmups, the atmosphere was slightly altered.
For 10 seniors, it would be the last time
they would hit the diamond, where they
call home, as part of the Central baseball
team.
The four-game weekend series versus
Montana State Billings was more than a
typical baseball weekend. With the Wildcats out of playoff contention, they were
looking to play spoiler and end the Yellowjackets’ playoff hopes. More importantly,
they were looking to send their seniors off
on a good note as their Wildcat careers are
slowly coming to an end.
In Friday’s opener, senior catcher David Leid provided some early ﬁreworks for
the Wildcats. In the second inning, with
the Yellowjackets already out to a quick
2-0 lead, Leid took a fastball and sent it
sailing over the right ﬁeld fence to even
the game up at two. Unfortunately for the
Wildcats, Leid’s bomb would be the only
ﬁrepower the offense was able to ignite.
A four-run ﬁfth inning put MSUB in the
driver’s seat for good, eventually closing
out the Wildcats with the 6-2 score.
The second game of the double dip
was full of excitement, as Central’s bats
started to heat up with the weather.
The ﬁrst inning was a preview of what
was to come: a lot of offense. In the ﬁrst
inning junior catcher Kyle Sani yoked a
Yellowjacket offering over the left-center
ﬁeld fence to jump out to an early 3-0 lead.
MSUB tied the game up at four in the sixth
inning and forced the game into extra innings. The Yellowjackets struck ﬁrst in the
ninth, scoring three runs. [The Wildcat
defense was a beneﬁciary for MSUB; a
couple errors allowed the runs to score.
Only one of the three ones in extra innings were earned.] In the bottom half of
the frame, the Wildcats tried to respond.
With the tying run standing on ﬁrst, senior
inﬁelder Brady Kincannon grounded into
a ﬁelder’s choice to end the game, 7-5.
The Wildcats ﬁnished the game with ten
hits. Senior shortstop/third basemen Derrick Webb was three for three with a run
scored, while Senior third basemen Glen
Reser was 2-4.
Although Central started their senior
send off at the wrong end of the score
sheet, it wasn’t going to hold them back.
Throughout their time here, the seniors
have had to overcome adversity and continue to ﬁght back. Their record might not
show success, but as a whole, they contributed a lot to the program.
“I feel like the seniors led the team by
example and verbally. Brett Bielec and
Brandon Rohde were the seniors who
inspired and led this group of guys with
their words and by how they played.” Reser said. “Everyone looked up to them and
respected what they said. The other guys,
especially [Derrick] Webb and [Brady]
Kincannon led by example. They may
have been quiet but they worked hard
all the time. They never took a play off. I
think the younger guys saw that and that
made them work hard as well.”
Saturday was the day all the seniors
would ﬁnally get recognized for their hard
work. After a 9-8 loss in the ﬁrst portion
of the double header, all the seniors were
introduced with their parents, and some
statistical history. This may have been fuel
to the ﬁre for the cap of the series. The
Wildcats were able to use senior day as extra incentive to walk off the ﬁeld together
one last time with a smile and a win. Senior pitcher Brandon Rohde was handed
the ball, while his defense behind him was

composed of fellow senior teammates.
“There was deﬁnitely some extra motivation. Especially since it’s the last home
games of the season and everybody wants
to come out on top,” Rohde said.
Rohde and the Cats’ may have put together one of their ﬁnest outings in their
ﬁnal home game. Senior second baseman
Brandon Wang started the game off just
right with a lead-off home run. The Wildcats built off that momentum to scrounge
three runs, two of which came off bases
loaded walks. Those runs would be more
than enough for Rohde to work with on
the mound.
Rohde was throwing chairs to the Yellowjackets, sitting down a career-high
thirteen batters in only seven innings. The
second game of double headers are only
seven innings. Rohde only allowed two
hits throughout the game. To ﬁnish his
home career off strong, Rohde decided to
strike out all three batters he faced in the
seventh inning. Rohde, who transferred
from the University of Washington, believes this may be one of his best moments
ever on a diamond.
“This weekends’ performance will
go down as one of the most memorable
games I have been a part of. There was
nothing better than to leave the last game
ever at your home ﬁeld with a win,” Rohde said.
The entire crowd appreciated the effort
the Wildcat players gave in their last home
game.
“For me, what was going was having
all the seniors on the ﬁeld at once battling
for that one last win. That’s the only thing
that was going through my mind throughout the game,” Rohde said.
In this one game the talent level of the
team was put on display, and it showed
why the expectations entering the season
were much higher.
“The season was deﬁnitely a disappointment to us. I would be lying if I said
it went good. It was deﬁnitely frustrating
because we had such high expectations
coming into the season and our record
does not show that.” Webb said. “We work
hard as players and prepared everyday.
It just came down to some close games on
which we were on the losing end. I am a
competitive person and I know my teammates so it’s hard anytime you fall short. If
winning wasn’t hard enough, baseball is a
crazy and frustrating game we just have to
look back and know we competed.”
Looking past the results, this group
of players was able to bond together and
create lasting memories forever. Not just
the seniors, but everybody on the team
gelled. Off the ﬁeld, the team hangs out
and are very close with each other. They
never saw anybody as a freshman, sophomore, etc., just as a teammate and a friend.
The seniors’ leadership and devotion
will continue to carry on through the program for the next couple of years. Reser,
Webb and Rohde all see a strong bunch
of players returning to next year’s squad.
“Not a lot of people get to say they
played college baseball for four years so be
proud and respect that and enjoy the last
few days because when it’s over it’s over,”
Webb said.
The seniors will lead the ‘cats onto the
ﬁeld for one last series this weekend at Northwest Nazarene. They’ll play four games, a
double header Friday and Saturday.
“To all the seniors graduating it was an
honor to play on a team with you guys. We
had some great memories on and off the
ﬁeld.” Rohde said. “Couldn’t ask for any
better teammates. I’m going to miss everybody, the team, and the coaches. They
made my two years here at Central some
of the best years yet. I wish the next years
team the best of luck. Go Cats.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF CWU ATHLETIC DEPT.

LUCKY NUMBER THIRTEEN Senior Brandon Rohde struck out thirteen batters
on Saturday against Montana State University Billings (MSUB). Rohde helped lift the
Wildcats to their only victory of the series with a career high number of strikeouts.

Gift Shop
st
Saturday, May 12 10:00AM-4:00PM
Great Gifts for Mom! Hourly Givaways
Cupcakes and Winegars Ice Cream

420 N. Pearl St. Ellensburg, WA 933-4300
Tues-Fri 9:30AM-5:30PM

Sat. 10:00AM-4:00PM
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5k raises money for local charity
BY CHace dav y

Staff Reporter

The Grove apartment complex sponsored a 5k on Saturday, the proceeds of
which benefited Ellensburg’s local chapter
of Habitat for Humanity and the F.I.S.H.
Food Bank. Approximately 50 people,
ranging in age from elementary school students to adults who have graduated college
attended the inaugural Grove Gives Back
5k.
The Grove, which is managed by a publicly traded company called Campus Crest,
wanted to give back to the Ellensburg community. Campus Crest sales manager Steve
Furst felt like a 5k was the perfect way to
give back.
“We wanted to give back to the Ellensburg/Greater Kittitas area,” Furst said.
“We figured ‘what was a good way to get
not only students, but our residents and
other folks throughout the town involved,’
and we came up with a 5k.”
The 5k seemed like a perfect idea to
Furst due to the demographic of the Ellensburg area being “outdoorsy, very athletic, and there are a lot of running clubs,
cycling clubs, triathalons, and that things
of that nature,” Furst said. “What better
way to give back to give to the community,
start off summer, and have a little bit of
fun.”
The 5k started at The Grove office
on Airport Road and then made a loop
around the Central campus and back up
to the Grove.

Kacy schmidt/observer

OFF TO THE RACES Community members take off to benefit Habitat for Humanity and the F.I.S.H. Food Bank at the Grove 5k.

Among the competitors was Alyssa Sauriol, junior dental hygiene. Sauriol liked the
event because “it gets the Ellensburg community involved as well.”
Sauriol crossed the finish line third in
the event, despite a 27 mile per hour headwind throughout much of the race.
“It felt like the wind was in my face the
entire time,” Sauriol said.
Sauriol, who has competed in triathlons
before, finished the race in just over 25
minutes.
Also competing was a group of friends
who wore matching shirts that read “5k

Virgins 2012.” For many in this group, it
was their first 5k.
“It’s something to get us all together
outside the gym,” said Trista Daughtery, a
member of the “5k Virgins.”
The wind was one of the only things
that detracted from near perfect conditions
on the clear, 55-degree Saturday afternoon.
Many of the runners left after they finished, but the Grove threw a pool party
afterwards for all the competitors who
stayed. Tacos Chalito set up shop in the
parking lot to provide food and beverages
to the competitors, and there was also a

‘Burg radio station DJ to provide musical
entertainment.
The Grove had complimentary donuts
and fruits for participants, and for anybody
feeling confident in their dancing skills
there was Dance Central for Xbox Kinect
set up.
The top 20 finishers in the 5k received
gift cards to U-topia, the frozen yogurt
shop on University Way, and every competitor received a goodie bag that had a
t-shirt with the Grove logo emblazoned on
the front, a ping pong ball, a bottle opener,
and a miniature foam basketball.
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Swim club gets butterflies at Nat’ls
BY EVAN THOMPSON

Senior Reporter

For the swim club at Central, Nationals was just the tip of the iceberg. After
months of training in the CWU Aquatic
Center from the early hour of 6 a.m. to
the waning night, the team was ready to
see some of the hard work pay off.
In the end, nine Wildcats placed in the
top ten and received medals at the U.S.
Master’s Swimming Spring Nationals, in
the 18-24 year old division. While winning
medals, the Wildcats also managed
to break several of
The swim team is
the team records
still holding practices
for swim times.
Tuesday and Thursday
“Everyone deﬁ5-6:30 p.m. at the
nitely took it very
CWU Aquatic Center.
seriously,
which
New swimmers are
was nice to see,”
encouraged to try out. said junior Eric
Williamson. “And
I think, everyone
had some best times in all their events. It
was really good to see considering how
hard people worked this year.”
Twelve Wildcats total qualiﬁed for the
meet, which was held on April 26-29 in
Greensboro, North Carolina inside the
state-of-the-art Greensboro Aquatic Center. An estimated 1,400 swimmers from
across the U.S. competed for a national
title, with ages ranging from 18 to 99 years
old.
“It was going really well, everybody
was swimming really good,” said junior
John Halvorson. “There was a big push
this year for different swimmers; we had a
lot of people focus on different swimming
going into Nationals. We got some good
swimmers this year in David Thorsnes
and Derek Johnson. It was a good year
deﬁnitely.”
The ﬁrst day of competition, which
consisted of the 1,000-meter and
1,650-meter races, were perhaps the Wildcats’ strongest performances, where six
of the swimmers medaled. Williamson
placed the highest on the ﬁrst day in the
1,650-meter free race, ﬁnished third with
a time of 19 minutes 58.97 seconds, which
was also good enough for a new team record.
“It was a good mixture of competitiveness and fun, honestly,” Williamson said.
“There was a good amount of both; you
know I want to try and beat the team records. This is all kind of for fun, which is
a good combination. It feels pretty good to
see all that hard work come to fruition.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN HALVORSON

DIVE BOMB Ellora Wahle dives off the starting board during her race at the U.S.
Master’s Swimming Spring Nationals in Greensboro, N.C..

Angela McDermott placed the highest on the women’s team, ﬁnishing third
in the 1,000-meter in 14 minutes 30.55
seconds. Natalie Jaeger also placed high
by ﬁnishing fourth in the 1,000-meter with
a time of 14 minutes 49.96 seconds. The
rest of the men competing in distance

ended well with several top ﬁnishes. Levi
Olden ﬁnished fourth in the 1,650-meters
in 20 minutes 45.45 seconds.
Matthew Peterson was the most versatile swimmer for the Wildcats, qualifying
in ﬁve events and placing in the top 15 in
each. Peterson’s highest placing was in the

Basketball signs two TCC standouts

PHOTO COURTESY OF CWU ATHLETIC DEPT.

FUTURE Sophomore guard Dominique Williams signs his letter of intent to
join Central’s’ basketball team next year.
BY BRYAN SLATER

Staff Reporter

On April 25 Tacoma Community
College (TCC) point guard, Dominique
Williams, signed a letter of intent to play
basketball for the Wildcats. Williams, a
ﬁve foot, 10-inch college sophomore from
Curtis High School in University Place,

Wash. hopes to become Central’s next star
guard.
“Central has a similar coaching, and
playing style as TCC,” Williams said, “I
am familiar with the payers and we already have great chemistry.”
Residing in Tacoma, Williams averaged 18 points, four assists, four rebounds,
and three steals per game at Curtis High
school. After high school Williams attended TCC where he averaged 12.7 points
per game over two years as the team’s
starting point guard.
While at TCC, Williams helped the Titans to a combined 52-7 record over his
two years of play; including a Northwest
Athletic Association of Community Colleges (NWAACC) championship this last
year where Williams had most likely the
best game of his young basketball career.
With a staggering 36 points, ﬁve rebounds,
and ﬁve assists, Williams led the Titans to

a 110-98 victory over Chemeketa Community College earning him NWAACC
tournament MVP honors.
“The MVP was a blessing,” Williams
said, “But I have never won a championship before, so I wanted to win this game
more than any other.”
Dominique is guaranteed to be something special. With his close relationships
with Washington basketball great and
Sacramento Kings guard, Isaiah Thomas,
Williams will bring great experience and
knowledge to the Wildcat roster.
“I have known him [Thomas] since I
was a kid,” Williams said, “he has been a
mentor to me, and a huge help in getting
me to the next level.”
Along with his great basketball experience, the Tacoma native joins a Wildcat
team with familiar faces. Williams played
with current Wildcats Jordan Coby, Brandon Magee and Chris Holmes, all of

1,000-meter the ﬁrst day, when he ﬁnished
ﬁfth with a time of 11 minutes 19.45 seconds and in the same event, Halvorson
placed seventh with a time of 12 minutes
25.13 seconds.
“I was one of the ones that was focused
on distance this year. I was very happy with
all my times, especially the 1,000 where I
probably qualiﬁed for next year,” Halvorson said. “I’ve been working really hard
this year so it was good to see some good
swims come out. And then it was amazing
to see some of the other good swims; there
were people in the mile that dropped two
minutes off their time.”
Peterson’s 1,000-meter broke the previous team record and his sixth place ﬁnish
in the 200-meter butterﬂy also broke a
team record.
“Every single person that swam that
day medaled within the top-ten,” Halvorson said. “We all walked away with a medal that day, which was really cool. Matt
Peterson just shattered the record in the
1,000. It was just amazing to see everybody’s hard work pay off.”
The sprinters were no slouches either,
with David Thorsnes leading the way.
Thorsnes placed in the top-ten in three
events, two of which times broke the team
record. In the 50-meter butterﬂy he ﬁnished in 24.05 seconds, which was good
enough for a fourth place ﬁnish.
Thorsnes ﬁnished sixth in the 50-meter
free, then broke a team record in 100-meter butterﬂy with a time of 55.53 seconds
and an eighth-place ﬁnish.
“There wasn’t one swim that he just
didn’t do very well in, it was really cool to
see how he swam there,” Halvorson said.
“He is incredibly fast.”
The Wildcats also had several relay
teams place well: the men’s 200-meter medley relay placed seventh while
the women’s placed ninth. The mixed
200-meter medley relay, which combined two men and two women, broke
the team’s record with a time of 2 minutes 04.55 seconds. The men’s 200-meter
free relay ﬁnished seventh with a time of 1
minute 31.73 seconds while the women in
the same event ﬁnished 10th in 2 minutes
03.44 seconds.
Overall, Halvorson was just glad to see
that all of the work the team put in during
the morning and late night workouts paid
off in such a special way.
“I think there wasn’t one person that
swam poorly, everybody swam amazing.
Everybody had at least one swim where
you could say that was a dang good swim,”
Halvorson said.
whom played at Tacoma Community College two years ago.
Among familiar faces from TCC, as of
May 5 TCC teammate and all NWAACC
forward, Nate Walker, will be joining Williams on the CWU roster. At six feet ﬁve
inches, Walker averaged 15 points and just
over eight rebounds per game while shooting an amazing 60 percent from the ﬁeld
his sophomore year.
“I helped him make his decision to stay
as teammates,” Williams said, “he’s a big
time rebounder and a great shooter; he
will be a great addition to the team.”
Just like his teammate, Walker had an
outstanding NWAACC championship
game with 23 points at 83 percent from
the ﬁeld and grabbing 12 boards to help
TCC win the NWAACC championship.
The signing of Walker now brings the projected roster for Central up to seven players from TCC. With two more years of
eligibility for these two newcomers, Central will look to establish dominance in the
GNAC this upcoming basketball season.
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Students hit links at golf scramble
Tournament raises scholarship money

Event coordinator, offered University Advancement the opportunity to team up
Staff Reporter
and use these golf tournaments as opporA little wind wasn’t going to stop some tunity to raise money for a scholarship.
die-hard golfers from competing in the
“My favorite part of these tournaments
most recent Intramural Golf Tournament. is the [money] we’ve raised,” Scott said.
The Intramural Golf Tournament took
To raise money, Reesa Nelson, senior
place May 4 at the Ellensburg Golf and theatre, sold golfers the chance to enter
Country Club on Thorp Highway. There into the individual competitions.
were 12 pairs competing in the two-person
There was a long drive competition
golf scramble. Golfers teed off between 2 for hole two and eight and a closest to
and 4:30 p.m. and
pin competition on
played nine holes.
hole 9. The compeBoth team memtitions were being
It is very unique.
bers would hit
sold at $2 each or
Students are the ones award- three for $5. They
their ball and then
choose which ball
also sold mulligans
ing the scholarship.
to use from there.
as part of the fundTeams were ranked
raising.
at the end by ﬁnal
The scholarship
-REESA NELSON
score.
is the Student ImSenior theatre
pact scholarship. It
The
winning
is a $1,500 scholteam of the scramble was Hickory Jim. The team was made arship for spring quarter that is awarded
up of Sam Booth and Reese Futtrell. every year. Students apply and receive
Their winning score was 35 despite the the award in the same year. It also is an
strong winds that were making it hard on award that is decided by a student board.
“It is very unique,” Nelson said. “Stuall teams.
Along with the scramble overall win- dents are the ones awarding the scholarners, there were three chances for individ- ship.”
This year the golf tournaments have
ual competition for the golfers. University
Advancement sponsored these individual raised $250 for the scholarship fund.
Winners for these competitions were
competitions.
Eric Scott, Intramural and Special Jesse Potes, with a 205-yard drive on hole
BY AMBER BENOIT

“

“

2. The other longest drive winner was
Frank Smith with a 320-yard drive on hole
8. Colton Hansen was closet to the pin on
hole 9 where he was just 22 feet and one
inch away from the pin.
These tournaments have been going
on for last few years and have been slowly
gaining ground each year.
“Maybe we need to have it on a Saturday or Sunday,” Scott said. “ Then it won’t
conﬂict with Friday classes.”
Regardless of class conﬂict, these golfers have been very receptive and excited
at the chance to get to do
some golﬁng in
Ellensburg.

Griffen Squires, senior
communication studies, and
Braden O’Neil, senior biology, have been competing
in these tournaments for
three years. Although
the two aren’t always on the same
teams they have
always
been
in the same
foursome
for every
tour nament.
“It’s
fun
playing with
your friends,”
O’Neil said.
The two-person golf scramble
has seem to become a staple in the
Intramural calendar.
Student golfers can
look forward to seeing
more in the future.
“People love it,” Scott
said. “And they understand to golf, you have to
do it in the wind.”
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